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Hon. Eric Hoskins                December 8, 2017 
Minister 
Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care 
10th Flr, 80 Grosvenor St,  
Toronto, ON M7A 2C4 
 
Dear Minister Hoskins, 

Re:  2017 Report of the Office of the Auditor General                              

 
On behalf of the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) and its Council of 
Ontario Medical Officers of Health, Boards of Health Section and Affiliate Organizations, I 
am writing in response to the 2017 Report of the Office of the Auditor General (OAG), 
specifically regarding Chapter 3.10, Public Health: Chronic Disease Prevention.  
 
alPHa’s members are required to provide programs and services aimed at the prevention 
of chronic diseases, as directed by the Ontario Public Health Standards (OPHS). The 
specific requirements in the OPHS are set by the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care 
and closely mirror the priorities set out in the Report, namely the promotion of healthy 
eating, physical activity, tobacco control, prevention of alcohol misuse and carrying out 
surveillance activities to ensure that these programs and services are having an impact.  
 
We welcome the findings of the OAG as an important and timely opportunity for all of 
the stakeholders – provincial ministries, Public Health Ontario, and boards of health – to 
examine the overall landscape of chronic disease prevention (CDP) in Ontario and take 
the required steps to strengthen it.  
 
We strongly agree that the responsibility for CDP must be shared, and as we reviewed 
the OAG report, we were reminded of the advice contained in the 2012 joint Public 
Health Ontario / Cancer Care Ontario report, Taking Action to Prevent Chronic Disease: 
Recommendations for a Healthier Ontario. This report makes it clear that “all sectors of 
society and government must be engaged in a comprehensive, integrated and sustained 
strategy” to prevent chronic diseases. Our members passed a resolution that same year 
(attached), which urged swift action on that report’s recommendations.   
 
Taken together with a careful examination of the recommendations of the OAG, we 
strongly believe that the objective of delivering CDP programs and services in an 
equitable and cost-effective manner, while reducing the cost burden on the health-care 
system and improving population health outcomes, can be met. 
 
We would welcome the opportunity to assist you in this examination, as our members 
have the practical expertise to determine the most effective ways of implementing the 
recommendations, assessing their feasibility and resource implications, and identifying 
local partners who may have important contributions.  
  



As Ontario continues to undergo the transformation of its health system, it is important to maintain 
focus on its central objective of creating a culture of health and wellness. A strong framework for 
chronic disease prevention is essential to this objective, and we believe that the recommendations 
contained in the reports referred to above will form the basis of an effective strategy to build one.  
 
We look forward to working with you on implementing them as another step towards the goal of 
making Ontario the healthiest province in Canada.    
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Carmen McGregor  
President 
 
COPY:   Dr. Bob Bell, Assistant Deputy Minister, Health and Long-Term Care 

Dr. David Williams, Chief Medical Officer of Health 
Roselle Martino, Assistant Deputy Minister, Health and Long-Term Care, Population and Public 
Health Division 
Sharon Lee Smith, Associate Deputy Minister, Health and Long-Term Care, Policy and 
Transformation. 
Loretta Ryan, Executive Director, Association of Local Public Health Agencies 

 
ENCL. 



alPHa RESOLUTION A12-3 

 
TITLE:  Taking Action to Prevent Chronic Disease 
 
SPONSOR: Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit 
 
 
WHEREAS  chronic disease is the leading cause of death in Ontario; and 
 
WHEREAS the most common chronic diseases are strongly  linked to health inequity, and the 

modifiable risk factors of tobacco, alcohol consumption, unhealthy eating, physical 
inactivity; and 

 
WHEREAS evidence-informed population level interventions have the potential to reduce chronic 

disease and contribute to a healthy Ontario; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that alPHa urge the Government of Ontario to endorse the “Taking 
Action to Prevent Chronic Disease” report from Cancer Care Ontario and Public Health Ontario, and take 
immediate action towards phased implementation of the report’s twenty-two recommendations for 
evidence-informed actions to build capacity for chronic disease prevention, to work towards health 
equity, and to reduce population-level exposure to the underlying modifiable risk factors.  
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