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Ms. Roselle Martino                      December 1, 2017 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Health and Long-Term Care 
Population and Public Health Division 
777 Bay St #1903 
Toronto, ON M7A 1S5 
 
Dear Roselle, 
 
Re:  O. Reg. 566 - Qualifications of Boards of Health Staff 
 
On behalf of the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) and its Council of 
Ontario Medical Officers of Health, Boards of Health Section and Affiliate organizations, I am 
writing today to provide comments on the proposed changes to the regulatory framework 
governing qualification prerequisites for certain categories of professionals working in 
Ontario health units.  
 
On October 25, 2017, The Government posted a summary of proposed changes to Ontario 
Regulation 566, Qualifications of Boards of Health Staff, which included a reference to 
“remov(ing) existing public health professional qualifications requirements for business 
administrators, public health inspectors, public health dentists, dental hygienists and public 
health nutritionists”.  
 
Following an expression of concerns about this in the absence of any other information, we 
were very appreciative of your subsequent clarifications that this was not meant to dilute 
the professional requirements or diminish their importance, but rather to make it easier to 
ensure that they remain up-to-date and more easily modifiable than they would otherwise 
be as part of formal legislation.  
 
We were pleased to learn that the requirements for professional qualifications will in fact be 
preserved as as part of the new Public Health Accountability Framework and that policy 
guidance will be developed to spell out specific expectations, and welcomed your note that 
advice will be sought from representatives of the various public health professions.  
 
alPHa welcomes the opportunity to be the liaison between your office and our Affiliate 
Organizations, which include the professionals that are named in the summary, and we 
welcome the opportunity to assist in this process. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Carmen McGregor,  
alPHa President  
 
COPY: Dr. David Williams, Chief Medical Officer of Health 

Jackie Wood, Director, Planning and Performance Branch, Population and Public 
Health Division, Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care 

 
 
 


