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Hon Kathleen O. Wynne              July 21 2017 
Room 281, Main Legislative Building,  
Queen's Park 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A1 
Dear Premier Wynne, 
 
Re:  Provincial Alcohol Strategy 
 
On behalf of member Medical Officers of Health, Boards of Health, and Affiliate 
organizations of the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa), I am writing 
today to request an update on your December 21 2016 announcement of a 
comprehensive Provincial Alcohol Strategy. 
 
alPHa first called upon the Government of Ontario to develop a province-wide alcohol 
strategy in 2011 (see alPHa Resolution A11-1, attached), and we were very pleased to 
hear of your intention to answer that call, especially in light of the numerous and 
substantial changes that are being made to alcohol policy in Ontario.   
 
Since that time, the most significant announcements from the Government of Ontario 
related to alcohol have been about the further expansion of access through increased 
availability of wine and beer in grocery stores. We find this troubling in the absence of 
any further news on the promised Provincial Strategy.  
 
We have expressed our concerns about the negative social and health consequences of 
increasing access to beverage alcohol on many occasions in the past, and have been very 
clear that due consideration of the social responsibility imperative must be given 
alongside the economic drivers.  
 
We do appreciate the commitment to ensuring that beverage alcohol is sold in a socially 
responsible way through strict rules about sales areas, limits on hours and package sizes 
and rigorous training for staff. But this is only a small part of what is required for a truly 
socially responsible system of beverage alcohol retail.  
  
With your pledge to develop a Provincial Alcohol Strategy, we were reassured that some 
of the presumed impacts of increasing alcohol availability would be mitigated, as its 
“four pillars” basis (promotion and prevention, social responsibility, harm reduction and 
treatment) is well aligned with the approach to substance use and addictions that is 
favoured by public health. 
 
We shall continue to carry out our duties under the Ontario Public Health Standards to 
evaluate the impacts of alcohol consumption and develop health promotion and 
protection strategies to prevent them. In the meantime, we would welcome more 
information on the implementation of the promised Provincial Alcohol Strategy.   
 
 

 

 
 



Sincerely, 
 

 
Carmen McGregor 
alPHa President 
 
 
COPY:  Hon. Eric Hoskins, Minister of Health and Long-Term Care 

Dr. David Williams, Chief Medical Officer of Health  
Roselle Martino, Assistant Deputy Minister, Population and Public Health Division, Ministry of 
Health and Long-Term Care 

 
Encl.  
 
 
 



alPHa RESOLUTION A11-1 
 
 
TITLE:  Conduct a Formal Review and Impact Analysis of the Health and Economic Effects of 

Alcohol in Ontario and Thereafter Develop a Provincial Alcohol Strategy 
 
SPONSOR: Middlesex-London Board of Health 
 
 
WHEREAS There is a well-established association between easy access to alcohol and overall rates 

of consumption and damage from alcohol; and (Barbor et al., 2010) 
 
WHEREAS Ontario has a significant portion of the population drinking alcohol (81.5%), exceeding 

the low risk drinking guidelines (23.4%), consuming 5 or more drinks on a single 
occasion weekly (11.2%), and reporting hazardous or harmful drinking (15.6%); and  
(CAMH Monitor) 

 
WHEREAS Ontario youth (grades 9-12) have concerning levels of alcohol consumption with 69.4% 

having drank in the past year, 32.9% binge drinking (5 or more drinks), and 27.5% of 
students reporting drinking at a hazardous level; and  (OSDUHS Report) 

 
WHEREAS Each year alcohol puts this province in a $456 million deficit due to direct costs related 

to healthcare and enforcement; and (G. Thomas, CCSA) 
 
WHEREAS Billions of dollars are spent each year in Canada on indirect costs associated with alcohol 

use (illness, disability, and death) including lost productivity in the workplace and home; 
and (The Costs of Sub Abuse in CAN, 2002) 

 
WHEREAS Nearly half of all deaths attributable to alcohol are from injuries including unintentional 

injuries (drowning, burns, poisoning and falls) and intentional injuries (deliberate acts of 
violence against oneself or others); and (WHO – Alcohol and Injury in EDs, 2007) 

 
WHEREAS Regulating the physical availability of alcohol is one of the top alcohol policy practices in 

reducing harm; and (Barbor et al., 2010) 
 
WHEREAS The World Health Organization (WHO, 2011) has indicated that alcohol is the world’s 

third largest risk factor for disease burden and that the harmful use of alcohol results in 
approximately 2.5 million deaths each year.  Alcohol is associated with increased levels 
of health and social costs in Ontario and is causally related to over 65 medical 
conditions;  

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) petition 
the Ontario government to conduct a formal review and impact analysis of the health and economic 
effects of alcohol in Ontario and develop a provincial Alcohol Strategy. 
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