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Hon. Eric Hoskins             August 8 2017 
Minister of Health and Long-Term Care 
10th Flr, 80 Grosvenor St,  
Toronto, ON M7A 2C4 
 
Dear Minister Zimmerman, 
 
Re: alPHa Resolution A17-2, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) Calls 
to Action 
 
On behalf of member Medical Officers of Health, Boards of Health and Affiliate 
organizations of the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa), I am writing to 
inform you of the attached resolution that was passed by our members during our June 
12 annual general meeting.  
 
This resolution serves as a starting point for alPHa to acknowledge the complex truth 
about the legacy of harm the harm that colonization and the residential school system 
caused to Indigenous people living in Ontario, and to take steps towards answering the 
TRC Calls to Action.  
 
One of these steps is to ask your Ministry to ensure that the appropriate supports are in 
place to ensure that Ontario’s Indigenous peoples have equitable access to culturally 
considerate health promotion and health care services.  
 
As we navigate the difficult truths revealed by the TRC and formulate our own 
contributions to the process of healing and reconciliation, we hope that we will be able 
to count on you to implement and support policies that will enable us all to redress the 
health inequities in indigenous populations in a culturally competent way.  
 
We look forward to continuing this journey together.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Carmen McGregor 
alPHa President 
 
 
COPY: Hon. David Zimmer, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation 

Dr. David Williams, Chief Medical Officer of Health 
Roselle Martino, Assistant Deputy Minister, Health and Long-Term Care, 
Population and Public Health Division 

  



 alPHa RESOLUTION A17-2 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) Calls to Action 
 
 

WHEREAS the modernized Standards for Public Health Programs and Services recognize the 
requirement for boards of health to engage with Indigenous communities in ways that 
are meaningful for them; and  

 
WHEREAS the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) Calls to Action are extremely 

well aligned with public health practice as they address the roots of Indigenous health 
and social inequities; and  

 
WHEREAS understanding and addressing attitudinal and systemic racism is a critical area for public 

health action;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) publicly 
acknowledge the harm that colonization and the residential school system caused and continue to cause 
to Indigenous people living in Ontario;  
 
AND FURTHER that the board and staff of alPHa commit to work towards Indigenous cultural 
competency that is reflected in alPHa’s planning, implementation, and evaluation of all program(s), 
activities, and policies, and engage with Indigenous partners in a way that is meaningful for them; 
 
AND FURTHER that alPHa assist member boards of health in: 

• committing to reading and understanding the Calls to Action and the role that boards of health 
can play as part of reconciliation; 

• ensuring that all staff and board members are competent to act as better allies and provide 
culturally safe care to the Indigenous people within the areas of their geographic responsibility;  

• assessing the unique health needs and health inequities experienced by Indigenous peoples; 
• modifying and reorienting public health interventions to be culturally safe for  Indigenous 

peoples; 
• engaging with Indigenous communities in a way that is meaningful for them; and, 
• supporting policy development and health equity analysis to decrease health inequities 

experienced by Indigenous peoples; 
 
AND FURTHER that alPHa request that Public Health Ontario and the Association of Public Health 
Epidemiologists of Ontario engage with Indigenous population health expertise, including staff at the 
National Collaborating Centre for Aboriginal Health (NCCAH), to advise and assist the field on how 
Ontario’s public health sector can best participate in TRC Call to Action #19 which calls on the federal 
government, in consultation with Aboriginali peoples, to establish measurable goals to redress health 
inequities and to report annually on the progress being made here in Ontario. 
 
AND FURTHER that alPHa advocate to the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, and other relevant 
government bodies, to ensure that Ontario's Indigenous peoples have more equitable access to the 
social determinants of health as well as access to culturally safe health care and Aboriginal healing 
practices.  
 
                                                           
i Where “Aboriginal” is used in this resolution, it is as a direct reference to the language of the TRC Calls to Action.  


