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TCP-PLT-QUESTIONS TCP-PLT.QUESTIONS@hc-sc.gc.ca 
In response to your correspondence of July 21, 2017, addressed to the Honourable Jane Philpott, then 
Minister of Health, concerning the future of tobacco control in Canada. 

Dear Ms. McGregor, 
 
Thank you for your correspondence of July 21, 2017, addressed to the Honourable Jane Philpott, then 
Minister of Health, concerning the future of tobacco control in Canada. I have been asked to respond on 
behalf of the Honourable Ginette Petitpas Taylor, Minister of Health. 
 
First and foremost, I would like to applaud the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) for its 
continued dedication to tobacco control in Canada. I appreciate your taking the time to share the 
resolution recently passed by your organization’s members, Resolution A17-5, Committing to a Tobacco 
Endgame in Canada, reiterating alPHa’s support for the Minister’s commitment to reach a target of less 
than 5% tobacco use in Canada by 2035.  
 
Tobacco use is a substantial and pressing national public health concern. It remains the leading 
preventable cause of premature death and disease in Canada and plays a role in causing over 40 
diseases and other serious health outcomes, leading to immeasurable suffering for thousands of 
Canadians, their friends and family. As you noted in your letter, tobacco use also adds a huge burden to 
the health care system. The health and economic costs associated with tobacco use in Canada were 
estimated to total $17 billion in 2002, with direct medical costs of $4.4 billion. 
 
The Government of Canada is committed to achieving a radical reduction in tobacco use in Canada by 
driving use down to less than 5% by 2035. This commitment will focus long-term federal action and help 
to mobilize all Canadians to fight tobacco use. The Government looks forward to collaborating with 
partners and stakeholders to meet this aggressive target. Ideas on how to further protect Canadians 
from the harms associated with tobacco use and exposure to second-hand smoke are being considered. 
 
The comments provided by your organization to the recent consultation on the future of tobacco 
control in Canada, as well as documents such as the report from the September 2016 Tobacco Endgame 
for Canada Summit, are being considered in our review.  All comments received as part of the 
consultation will be reviewed and a collated, non-identifiable summary of the results will be posted 
online. We also aim to provide more information about our renewed approach to tobacco control in the 
new year, once the current review is completed.  
 
Once again, I would like to thank you for taking the time to share your organisation’s views and 
dedication to tobacco control in Canada.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Sonia Johnson 
A/Director General 
Tobacco Control Directorate 
Healthy Environments and Consumer Safety Branch 
Health Canada 
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