
  alPHa RESOLUTION A17-1 
 

TITLE:  Access to Publicly Funded Oral Health Programs for Low-Income Adults and Seniors   

 

SPONSOR:  Chatham-Kent Public Health Unit & Porcupine Health Unit 
  
 
WHEREAS the relationship between poor oral health and poor overall health and social well-being 

is well established; and 
 
WHEREAS dental care is excluded from the Ontario Health Insurance Program; and  
 
WHEREAS one-third of Ontario workers do not have employee health benefits; and   
 
WHEREAS  13.9% of the Ontario population, live in low income; and  
 
WHEREAS the burden of poor oral health is greater in marginalized populations; and 
 
WHEREAS financial barriers prevent many marginalized and low-income adults from accessing 

preventive and acute dental care; and 
 
WHEREAS Over 60,000 visits to emergency departments across Ontario in 2015 were due to oral 

health concerns (Ontario Oral Health Alliance, 2017), as acute health care services are 
often the only remaining option for treatment of complications from lack of dental care; 
and  

 
WHEREAS an estimated $38M is spent in the acute care medical system for these complications 

without addressing their underlying causes; and 
 
WHEREAS the majority of these acute dental complications are avoidable with timely preventive 

care such as cleanings and fluoride treatments by dental hygienists, as well as fillings 
and extractions; and 

 
WHEREAS  the Ontario Liberals made provision of oral health services to low-income Ontarians a 

key plank in its 2007 election platform; and  
 
WHEREAS the 2014 Ontario Budget included the provision of dental benefits to all low‐income 

workers by 2025 as part of its 10-year economic plan; and  
 
WHEREAS  alPHa believes that the ongoing exclusion of low-income adults from publicly-funded 

oral health treatment and prevention services creates health inequities and is contrary 
to the original intent of the Government’s 2007 promise; 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) call upon 
the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care (MOHLTC) to immediately begin the process to develop 
standards for preventative and restorative oral health care and implement a provincially funded oral 
health program for low-income adults and seniors in Ontario well before the proposed 2025 timeline. 
 
ACTION FROM CONFERENCE:  Resolution CARRIED 


